I
T IS my pleasure to announce that the new Editor-in-Chief (EiC) of our Transactions is Prof. Tzong-Lin Wu. He has already taken brilliantly the office of EiC.
In almost last three years, many things have been done to make significant improvements to this Journal.
They range from the introduction of regulations that helped to make clear and more transparent the management and actions of all the officials (EiC, AEs, reviewers, etc.), a new definition of the time frame in which all the actions of the review process of a paper should be done, an EMC-oriented taxonomy of the reviewers' competencies in order to facilitate their proper selection by the Associate Editors.
Particular care has been given to the future of the publication by nominating young and competent new AEs that with their fresh energies and relevant scientific skills project the Transactions on the new frontiers of EMC. The T-EMC Advisory Board has been enriched by two members with a strong industrial background in order to offer their experience and views in steering the Transactions toward relevant and real-world topics.
The Distinguished Reviewers Award has been continued and a new regulation for the Best Transaction Paper Award has been proposed and approved for a more selective and scientifically consistent choice of the winner.
But all these successfully implemented initiatives (that are a part of many others, such as the definitive cleaning of the T-EMC User database, the paginated online publication of the issues with an average of three months in advance with respect to the nominal date, a good number of well-received Special Issues and Sections, the introduction of the category of Review Papers, etc.) converge toward the achievement of a constant increasing trend of the bibliometric figure of merits, such as the impact factor (IF). Prof. F. Rachidi as the EiC to the last available value of 1.658. Our 5-year impact factor is currently 1.782. This is the fruit of a well-planned strategy, daily implemented, thanks to the constant effort of all the participants (reviewers, AEs, and EiC), which is beneficial for all authors and readers. This is beneficial for the authors because they found a valuable option for their publication. They can count now on a timely and predictable review process with an average time of 2.8 weeks from submission-to-decision as certified by IEEE. In fact, we had an increase of submission from an average of 44 submitted papers per month in 2016 to 50 per month in 2017 and almost the same value in the first 4 month of 2018. This is beneficial for the readers because they can find on our columns a larger number of high-quality reviewed papers, timely published, and available online in advance.
Prof. Tzong-Lin Wu takes over as the EiC position. He has served as an Associate Editor for our journal and is one of the best worldwide experts in EMC and signal integrity. I am absolutely confident that he will do a great job as the next EiC and I wish him success for his term.
Let me conclude this note by reiterating my warmest gratitude to those Associate Editors and Reviewers for all the valuable help and support they have provided me. Special thanks to all the authors, and also to the IEEE staff and, in particular, to Sara Scudder, AndreAnna McLean, and Sonal Parikh for their precious support, kind patience, availability, and remarkable efficiency.
